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billions and billions of dollars of sub-
sidies to put more fiber and more wire 
in the ground to the middle of nowhere. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a huge disrup-
tion coming. We need to make sure 
that our regulatory and policy sets are 
ready for this. 

This is another thing that would also 
dramatically help this coming decade’s 
inflation cycle. Researchers, particu-
larly at the University of Illinois, have 
done this remarkable thing. I did a se-
ries of presentations on this a year ago. 
I will do this real quick. 

You-all remember your high school 
biology class. You remember a C4 
plant, plants that really, really want 
carbon to turn it into a sugar and 
grow. But they accidentally grab an 
oxygen molecule, and they have to 
spend all of this energy purging that 
oxygen molecule and go back and try 
to get a carbon molecule. I know this is 
a little geeky, but it is important to 
get our heads around it. 

They have come up with a way to 
tweak the plant so, every time, it al-
ways grabs the carbon so it turns it 
into a sugar. Some plants will grow 40 
percent more efficiently on the same 
land, the same fertilizer, and the same 
water. You do realize, just that basic 
math—and it won’t turn out this way, 
but just conceptually—that is like re-
moving every car off the face of the 
Earth. 

If our brothers and sisters really care 
about the environment, they would be 
running as fast as they can to allow 
these types of available technologies to 
feed the world and feed our country. 
Yes, it would be a disruption, but these 
things exist. 

Mr. Speaker, the other topic I want 
to touch on is a tax policy. This is a 
conceptual one. 

How many of you have ever heard of 
a VAT tax, a value-added tax? Okay, so 
much for the enthusiasm. 

A value-added tax is what substan-
tially most of the rest of the world 
uses. If we are going to have a con-
versation about: We want businesses 
back in the United States; we want 
manufacturing back in the United 
States; we want to take on China; we 
are going to do tariffs; we are going to 
do these regulations; and we are going 
to do import and export controls— 
great. Realize most of those aren’t 
really going to do much. Here is how I 
am going to try to explain what the 
rest of the world does to stick it to the 
United States. 

This is a picture of a beautiful Audi. 
Let’s pretend it is a $100,000 car. My 
guess is, this one is a little more expen-
sive. It is being made in Germany, but 
someone in Scottsdale, Arizona, is 
about to buy this Audi. 

When it is in Germany, there is a 19 
percent VAT tax on it, a value-added 
tax. But the moment it leaves the 
shore of Germany and is on its way to 
the United States, the car has been ex-
ported. They give them back the 
$19,000, that 19 percent. When it comes 
to the United States, it is $19,000 less 

than it was sitting there in Germany. 
When it hits our shore, we put a small 
tariff or duty on it. 

But the $100,000 Tesla that is made in 
Texas, when someone in Germany is 
buying it, it has all the tax load—cor-
porate tax, income tax, all the other 
things that we would do in the United 
States—in that price. When this car 
leaves the United States, we don’t re-
fund 19 percent of the taxes. It hits the 
German shore, and they put that 
$19,000 on top of the price. 

So, we get it both ways, coming and 
going. When we want to export, other 
countries put their VAT tax on our 
products. But when they send a product 
to us, they take it off. 

We can be incredibly competitive. We 
can automate in ways to make up for 
labor differential costs. Our energy 
costs are actually much more competi-
tive than the rest of the world. 

Why isn’t all manufacturing in the 
United States right now? It is because 
we are basically getting arbitraged on 
the value-added tax because the rest of 
the world refunds it. Until we fix that, 
all the talk of ‘‘we want made in Amer-
ica,’’ the math doesn’t work. 

There are a couple of creative solu-
tions. They are technically difficult, 
where you would have to take that re-
funded VAT and put it back on at our 
shore, so, functionally, everyone is 
treated exactly the same. The $100,000 
American-made car and the $100,000 
German-made car have the same tax 
load when they are being sold in their 
respective countries. 

I have been trying to figure out a 
way to try to explain this concept sim-
ply, but the tax system, the current 
tax system as it is, is one of the rea-
sons it is so difficult to compete with 
other countries’ manufacturing, be-
cause they refund that value-added tax. 

Mr. Speaker, the last thing is, I am 
truly worried about something. I be-
lieve it is going to affect the United 
States, but I fear it is going to affect 
the entire world. 

How many of you have seen the sto-
ries that a number of the agrarian 
economists, food economists, believe 
that this coming fall, parts of the 
world are going to starve? 

The price of fertilizer is up dramati-
cally. The price of grain is up dramati-
cally. Putin’s war on Ukraine has 
screwed up the grain markets. 

Do we have a moral obligation to 
step up and understand that, 6 months 
from now, part of the world may be 
starving? What happens in the world 
when you have people going hungry? 
You have violence and horrible things 
happening. 

We see it coming. All the things we 
are seeing in the futures markets, the 
price of fertilizer blowing up, if they 
don’t actually affect food supplies, if I 
am wrong, it is a free option. But if I 
am right, we should be pulling the 
alarm cord. 

We should be begging farmers—in our 
farm policy, our ag committee, we 
should be removing set-asides, encour-

aging ways to take corn that would be 
used to make corn-based ethanol and 
turn it into animal feed, using the ro-
tation that is already happening to soy 
because soy only uses—it is not my 
specialty—a quarter or a third of the 
amount of fertilizer. 

If this is about to happen to the 
world, and we see it 6 months ahead, 
what is our moral obligation to pull 
that alarm cord and get it right? By 
getting it right, we also help our own 
inflation and maybe a couple of million 
people don’t die in sub-Saharan Africa. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that was a lot of 
different subjects thrown really quick-
ly. If someone is interested, almost ev-
erything I touched on, we have done 
much longer presentations on how the 
policy would work, how it would help 
inflation, how it would make people’s 
lives healthier and better. 

But my point tonight is a really sim-
ple one. Stop doing the things that ul-
timately are hurting people. Start 
looking for the optimism and the op-
portunity that can make America more 
prosperous, that can make the poor 
less poor, and that can actually knock 
down inflation. It would actually be 
able to be done together. 

A lot of these ideas aren’t actually 
Republican or Democrat. They are just 
disruptive. If we would embrace the 
disruption, this could be an amazing 
decade. Right now, the data we are get-
ting today, we may be in for years of 
misery because of policy from this last 
year. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

RENAMING THE RUSSELL SENATE 
OFFICE BUILDING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GREEN) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
and still I rise. Mr. Speaker, and still I 
rise. And I rise as a proud Member of 
this august body. 

I rise with gratitude for the time 
that I have been afforded. I rise, under-
standing that time is precious. And I 
rise understanding that tonight, I have 
a topic that is going to be of interest to 
many and provocative to some, but 
still I rise. 

I rise with the topic of institutional-
ized racism emanating from Capitol 
Hill. Institutionalized racism ema-
nating from Capitol Hill. 

This is hardly where one would ex-
pect institutionalized racism. And 
there are a good many people who say 
there is no such thing as institutional-
ized racism. 

I trust that after tonight’s message, 
many minds will be changed, and per-
haps some hearts will be changed be-
cause if you know the truth, it can set 
you free. It can free your heart, it can 
free your mind, it can free your body, 
and it can free your soul. 
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So let’s take the acts of truth to-

night and slam it into the tree of cir-
cumstance and let the chips fall where 
they must. And still I rise. 

Mr. Speaker, it is said that a picture 
is worth a thousand words. A picture is 
worth a thousand words. Here is a pic-
ture. This is a picture of the Russell 
Senate Office Building. The Russell 
Senate Office Building. 

I think it appropriate that we get a 
better understanding of who Russell 
was. In 1972, some 50 years ago, the Old 
Senate Office Building, that would be 
this building, was named after Senator 
Richard Brevard Russell, Jr., an 
unapologetic racist, a white suprema-
cist. 

He was the chief legislative architect 
of the South’s bitter opposition to the 
civil rights. He claimed that America 
was a White man’s country. And he 
said: 

And we are going to keep it that way. 

Richard Brevard Russell, Jr., a Sen-
ator. 

During his first run for the State leg-
islature in 1920, he solicited the sup-
port and influence of every White voter 
and pledged he would serve only them, 
he would serve only them, if elected. 

Russell said while campaigning in 
1936: 

As one who was born and reared in the at-
mosphere of the old South, with six genera-
tions of my forebearers now resting beneath 
southern soil, I am willing to go as far and 
make as great a sacrifice to preserve and en-
sure white supremacy and the social, eco-
nomic, and political life of our State as any 
man who lives within her borders. 

These are the words of Richard Rus-
sell, Senator Richard Russell. Senator 
Richard Russell whose name is on the 
Russell Senate Office Building, a build-
ing maintained with tax dollars. A 
building constructed with tax dollars. 
A building that I have to go into from 
time to time. 

I try to limit my traversing through 
the building, but from time to time I 
must. But at some point, I am going to 
limit all of my movement into the 
building. I won’t be going into it at 
some point. 

And at some point, people of African 
ancestry are not going to go into this 
building. It is a symbol of national 
shame, not national pride. A symbol of 
national shame. The Russell Senate Of-
fice Building. 

Senator Richard Russell successfully 
filibustered anti-lynching bills. We just 
passed an anti-lynching bill after many 
decades. One of the reasons why it took 
so long is because of Senator Richard 
Russell. 

He blocked bills to eliminate poll 
taxes. He stood in the way of voting 
rights, especially for people of color. 
He also blocked bills to desegregate 
public schools, and this was done after 
Brown v. Board of Education. 

He co-authored the ‘‘Southern Mani-
festo’’ to slow the integration of public 
schools after the Supreme Court unani-
mously ordered in its Brown case that 
schools would be desegregated with all 

deliberate speed. Senator Richard Rus-
sell. Russell Senate Office Building. 

Senator Russell proclaimed: 
There is no such thing as a little integra-

tion. 

This is what he said in 1957, he said: 
They, meaning Black people, are deter-

mined to get into our White schools, and 
into White restaurants, and into White 
swimming pools. 

He went on and indicated that he 
would warn his Senate colleagues that 
this would mean a mongrel race which 
would result in destroying America. 
Senator Richard Russell. A Senate of-
fice building named in honor of Sen-
ator Richard Russell. 

He proposed a voluntary racial relo-
cation program to adjust the imbal-
ance of the Negro population between 
the South and the rest of the country, 
literally proposed moving Black people 
to some other States because there 
were too many in the South. Senator 
Richard Russell. The Russell Senate 
Office Building. 

When President Truman fought to 
end segregation in the military, Rus-
sell responded with vile, racial libels. 
Here is what he stated, Senator Rich-
ard Russell, these are his words: 

The incidence of syphilis, gonorrhea, chan-
cre, and other venereal diseases is appall-
ingly higher among members of the Negro 
race. 

One would say that by this standard, 
all of us have been maligned, those of 
us who are members of the Negro race, 
as he called it. 

He declared: 
And allowing Black and White troops to 

serve together is sure to increase the num-
bers of men who will be disabled through 
communicable diseases. 

The words of Senator Richard Rus-
sell. 

Yes, the Senate Russell Office Build-
ing is named after a self-proclaimed 
white supremacist. It is a symbol of na-
tional shame. 

On March 30, 1964, the Southern Bloc 
of 18 Democratic Senators and one Re-
publican Senator, led by Senator Rich-
ard Russell, launched a filibuster to 
prevent the passage of the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act, stood in the way of what 
we now consider some of the great leg-
islative actions that were taken up by 
the House and the Senate. 

Senator Russell proclaimed: 
We will resist to the bitter end any meas-

ure or any movement which would tend to 
bring about social equality—some things 
bear repeating—we will resist to the bitter 
end any measure or any movement which 
would tend to bring about social equality 
and intermingling and amalgamation of the 
races in our States. 

He voted against the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act which he called short-sighted and 
disastrous. He added that the civil 
rights bill’s true intended effect was to 
intermingle races, eliminate States’ 
rights, and abolish the checks and bal-
ance system. 

A great President from the State of 
Texas, the Honorable President Lyndon 
B. Johnson, signed the Civil Rights Act 

into law. And, as a result, Senator 
Richard Russell led a southern boycott 
of the 1964 Democratic National Con-
vention. 

I would that many who contend that 
there is no institutionalized racism 
could walk in the shoes of those of us 
who face it, who understand that for 
us, racism is more than a word. 

It can sometimes be a way of life 
that you have to contend with, even 
into 2022. The Russell Senate Office 
Building. 

You think I get great pleasure walk-
ing through a building named after a 
person who proclaimed himself a white 
supremacist? I get no great pleasure in 
moving through the facility. 

And I find this to be very interesting. 
What the Senate does—the Senate 
named it. It was the Old Senate Office 
Building. What the Senate does, the 
Senate can undo. 

This building does not have to bear 
the name of a white supremacist. This 
can be changed. We but only have to 
have the will to do it. 

And, unfortunately, too many of us 
find ourselves having to deal with our 
concerns of this nature siloed. Siloed. 
Well, this concerns Black people, and 
as a result, Black people ought to solve 
this problem. 

That is not the approach that I have 
taken. Long before I came to Congress, 
I thought that and still believe that if 
invidious discrimination exists against 
anyone, it is everyone’s duty, responsi-
bility, and, indeed, an obligation to 
challenge it. Not for myself, but for hu-
manity. 

And there are times when, in so 
doing, you have to stand alone. But I 
sincerely believe in the inner sanctum 
of my soul that it is better to stand 
alone than not stand at all. 

So I stand here tonight acknowl-
edging that on many occasions when it 
has come to the rights of others, check 
my voting record. Check my voting 
record. Where were you, AL GREEN, 
when we took up the rights of the 
LGBTQ community? I was there. 

Where were you when we took up the 
rights of the Latino community? I was 
there. Babies at the borders. 

Where were you when we took up the 
rights of the Jewish community, those 
standing up against those who are anti- 
Semitic? I was there. 

So I ask tonight: Where are we, 
friends, on the Russell Senate Office 
Building that, to this day, honors a 
self-proclaimed white supremacist? 

This is institutionalized. It is institu-
tionalized because the Congress, by and 
through the Senate as an institution, 
made it so. 

You want to see institutionalized 
racism? A picture is worth a thousand 
words. There it is. That is it. The Rus-
sell Senate Office Building. All people 
of good will ought to want to see this 
changed. 

I am not the first person, by the way, 
to say that it should be changed. I may 
be one of many, but as long as I am 
here, I am going to be fighting to 
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change the name of the Russell Senate 
Office Building. 

Institutionalized racism. A picture of 
it, worth a thousand words. Emanating 
from Capitol Hill, a place where we 
passed civil rights laws, a place where 
we stand, one would assume, against 
all forms of invidious discrimination. 

No one would have a building on Cap-
itol Hill bear the name of a self-pro-
claimed white supremacist, but there it 
is. The Russell Senate Office Building. 

Now, friends, I have not said what we 
should name the building after the 
name Senator Richard Russell is re-
moved. I have not said that we should 
name it after any given person. I have 
not said that we should have a certain 
process in place to select the name. 

I have said let it revert to the name 
that was there before we named it after 
a self-proclaimed white supremacist. 
Let it revert to what it was before, and 
that was the Old Senate Office Build-
ing. 

Let it revert and then establish the 
proper protocols and all of the proc-
esses and whatever methodology you 
choose to select the name. 

I believe that we won’t make that 
mistake again, the mistake that we 
made with Senator Richard Russell, 
but let’s let it revert, and that, we 
could do overnight. That, we could do 
overnight. 

There is no requirement that we wait 
months, years, weeks. No requirement. 
We could change the name to the Old 
Senate Office Building overnight. We 
would only have to have the will to do 
it and believe that in so doing, it won’t 
look like someone made us do it. 

You know, that always enters into 
politics it seems. I shouldn’t say al-
ways. Too often, we don’t do things be-
cause we don’t want it to seem as 
though someone made us do it. We 
have to find our own way to get it 
done. 

We have to allow the parade to turn 
the corner and then run out in front of 
it and claim that we were there all the 
time. 

Do whatever you must, but let’s take 
the name off. Let’s take Richard Rus-
sell’s name off of the building. 

b 1915 
Friends, if a picture is worth a thou-

sand words, I contend that a song 
speaks for itself and its writer. A song 
speaks for itself and its writer. Let’s 
now move on from the Russell Senate 
Office Building, and let’s move on to 
Stephen Foster. Stephen Foster. 

Stephen Foster has a memorial day. 
Stephen Foster Memorial Day in the 
United States is a Federal observance 
day, and we do observe Stephen Foster 
Day on January 13 annually. Stephen 
Foster Memorial Day. 

Who, pray tell, was Stephen Foster? 
Well, let’s talk about Mr. Foster and 
some of the lyrics in some of his songs. 
Not all of his songs, but too many of 
his songs contained lyrics that are of-
fensive to people of color. 

Before we examine the lyrics, let’s do 
this. Let’s just explain that you don’t 

get a day in your honor without the 
consent of the House and the Senate 
and the President of the United States 
of America. You don’t get a day in 
your honor without voting. People 
have to vote. The President has to sign 
an order. 

I will be reading for you the resolu-
tion in just a moment, but for now let’s 
look at some of the songs, songs by 
Stephen C. Foster. Stephen C. Foster. 
Songs by Stephen C. Foster containing 
the n-word. Some of you may be famil-
iar with ‘‘Oh! Susanna.’’ 

‘‘Oh! Susanna.’’ I trust at home that 
you can read this. He uses what I con-
sider a demeaning vernacular. 

I jump’d aboard the telegraph and 
trabbled down de ribber, 
De lectrick fluid magnified, and kill’d 
500 n-words. 

We are not allowed to say the word 
on the floor, and I appreciate that. I 
never say it. I am not one of those per-
sons who—in my private life I don’t use 
that word. Song by Stephen C. Foster. 

Stephen C. Foster, by the way, was 
declared the Father of American 
Music. The Father of American Music. 
The date that we commemorate or cel-
ebrate, however you choose, is January 
13 annually. The date was created by 
H.J. Res. 308, 82nd Congress, introduced 
in the House on August 2, 1951, passed 
the House on October 15, 1951, some 74 
days after introduction. But 74 days 
after its introduction, it passed the 
House. It passed the Senate on October 
19, 1951, some 78 days after introduc-
tion, and was signed into law by the 
President of the United States on Octo-
ber 27, 1951, some 86 days after intro-
duction. 

One can only but pray that legisla-
tion, righteous legislation that benefits 
people who have been demeaned, people 
who have been discriminated against, 
righteous legislation that would ben-
efit them and prevent future discrimi-
nation, righteous legislation, would 
only pray that we could get such 
timelines for righteous legislation. 

Stephen Foster performed in 
blackface. For those who are not famil-
iar—and by the way, he started this at 
the age of 9, so he was influenced— 
blackface, this is a form of art—and I 
am being kind—wherein persons who 
are of European ancestry paint their 
faces black, and in a sense they per-
petrate a vision of Black people as 
happy-go-lucky dancers, jumping 
around, simple and good-natured crea-
tures in minstrel shows. 

Minstrel shows were a form of racist 
entertainment developed in the early 
19th century consisting of comic skits, 
variety acts, dancing, and music per-
formances that depicted people specifi-
cally of African descent. The shows 
were performed by mostly White people 
in makeup, or blackface as I have ex-
plained, for the purpose of playing the 
role of Black people. Minstrel shows 
lampooned Black people as dimwitted, 
lazy, buffoonish, superstitious, and 
happy-go-lucky. Stephen Foster was a 
master of minstrel music. 

Christy’s Minstrels, the most suc-
cessful minstrel shows of the time, 
made an arrangement with Foster for 
the show to be the first to sing his 
songs. Mr. Foster, if you have a song, a 
minstrel song, we want to be the first. 
I can imagine Mr. Christy saying that. 
He would have the rights to be the first 
to sing these songs, present these plays 
demeaning Black people. And Mr. Fos-
ter complied. 

Before I read the resolution, let’s 
take a look at another song, another 
song written by the Father of Amer-
ican Folk Music to this day, with a day 
that is celebrated on January 13 in his 
honor. The father. 

‘‘Old Uncle Ned,’’ an excerpt: 
Dere was an old n-word, 
Dey call’d him Uncle Ned. 
He’s dead long ago, long ago! 
No more work for poor Old Ned. 
He’s gone where the good n-words go. 

The Father of American Folk Music 
institutionalized racism in song, insti-
tutionalized racism because this insti-
tution made it so. We. Not us person-
ally, but this House made it so. More 
about that in just a moment. 

Let’s look at another song. 
‘‘Oh! Lemuel!’’ These are excerpts. It 

reads: 
Go down to de cotton field! 
Go down, I say! 
Go down and call de n-word boys all: 
We’ll no more today. 

The Father of American Folk Music. 
Proclaimed as such by the United 
States House of Representatives. Insti-
tutionalized as such with the concur-
rence of the United States Senate. Or-
dered as such with the signature of the 
President of the United States of 
America. 

One final one. I shall not read it. I 
will simply place it before you. I trust 
that the camera allows you to see the 
words. ‘‘Away Down Souf,’’ s-o-u-f. 

So now we find ourselves with a day 
honoring Stephen Foster by way of a 
joint resolution, joint resolution au-
thorizing the President—of the United 
States of America, I might add par-
enthetically—to proclaim January 13 
of each year as Stephen Foster Memo-
rial Day. 

It reads, in part, not in total: 
‘‘Whereas Stephen Collins Foster has 

become a national expression of democ-
racy.’’ 

‘‘Stephen Collins Foster has become 
a national expression of democracy 
through his clear and simple embodi-
ment of American tradition in his 
world-famous lyrics.’’ 

So says the House, the Senate, and 
the President such that we honor him 
on January 13 every year. 

The resolution reads: 
‘‘Whereas the songs of Stephen Col-

lins Foster belong to the people’’— 
don’t count me among the people that 
these songs belong to—‘‘belong to the 
people and are the musical essence of 
democracy. . . .’’ This is the musical 
essence of democracy. What a sad state 
of affairs that we have to contend with. 

‘‘Whereas the songs of Stephen Col-
lins Foster belong to the people and are 
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the musical essence of democracy so 
that he is now recognized as the father 
of American folk music and the true 
interpreter of the fundamental spirit of 
music.’’ 

Stephen Collins Foster. ‘‘Whereas 
Stephen Collins Foster symbolizes in 
his works the unity of mankind 
through music.’’ This is the unity of 
mankind through music, so says the 
House, the Senate, and the President, 
and a day in honor of Stephen Collins 
Foster. His works symbolize the unity 
of mankind. 

‘‘Resolved by the Senate,’’ these are 
the words. Do a little bit of research, 
and you can read it in its entirety. I 
have given you excerpts, but these are 
the words. ‘‘Resolved by the Senate 
and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress 
assembled: That the President of the 
United States is authorized to issue a 
proclamation designating January 13 of 
each year as Stephen Foster Memorial 
Day, and calling upon the people 
throughout the United States of Amer-
ica to observe such day with appro-
priate ceremonies, pilgrimages to his 
shrines, and musical programs fea-
turing his compositions.’’ I assume 
that would be minstrel shows. ‘‘Ap-
proved October 27, 1951.’’ 

b 1930 

I was alive when this was approved. I 
am the son of a segregated South. I 
know what racism looks like. I have 
seen the cross that the Klan burned in 
my yard. I know what it sounds like 
having been called these words. I know 
what it hurts like. I have been to some 
funerals. 

Now, my dear friends, my dear broth-
ers and sisters—and I say such because 
I am a student of Dr. King. I believe, as 
he proclaimed, that there really is but 
one race, and that is the human race. I 
believe that all persons were created 
equal from a base black, as Dr. King 
put it, to a treble white. He went on to 
say: 

Fleecy locks and black complexion 
Cannot forfeit nature’s claim; 
Skins may differ, but affection 
Dwells in White and Black the same. 

And, ‘‘Were I so tall as to reach the 
pole or grasp the ocean at a span, I 
must be measured by my soul. The 
mind is the standard of the man’’ and 
woman. 

I believe this. Because I believe it, I 
believe that we all have a responsi-
bility to eliminate this institutional-
ized racism emanating from the Cap-
itol of the United States of America, 
institutionalized by the Congress, 
signed into law by the President, insti-
tutionalized by the Senate Russell Of-
fice Building. 

I love my country. I sing the national 
anthem. There are some parts of it 
that we may want to address at some 
point, but I love my country. I say the 
Pledge of Allegiance. I love my coun-
try. It means something to me to have 
been born in the United States of 
America. I just want to make America 

the beautiful a more beautiful America 
for all Americans. 

I want every little Black baby to 
grow up in a world where we don’t have 
a self-proclaimed white supremacist 
honored with our tax dollars on a 
building built with our tax dollars. 
They deserve that. I would do it for 
any other subset of this society. I 
would stand up for you. 

When will we stand up against insti-
tutionalized racism emanating from 
the Capitol of the United States of 
America? 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

THE STRENGTH OF AMERICAN 
AGRICULTURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Kansas (Mr. MANN) for 
30 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their marks and submit extra-
neous material on this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-

ored to host this Special Order during 
National Agriculture Month on the 
strength of American agriculture. I am 
inspired by the American farmers, 
ranchers, and agricultural producers 
who feed, fuel, and clothe not only this 
country but the entire world. 

I grew up on a farm south of Quinter, 
Kansas, that my parents and brother 
still operate. Growing up there meant 
that I spent thousands of hours on a 
tractor working in fields and on horse-
back doctoring sick cattle in the fam-
ily feed yard. Those hours turned into 
love of country and lessons about the 
values of hard work, creativity, flexi-
bility, and putting others before our-
selves. 

My district, the Big First of Kansas, 
is home to more than 60,000 farms 
where farmers, ranchers, feedlot man-
agers, ethanol producers, ag lenders, 
and agribusiness owners ensure that 
America remains the most food-secure 
country in the world. 

As Congress becomes increasingly 
urban, the distance from farm to fork 
has never been greater, and since 
America’s national security depends in 
large part on our food security, we 
need strong voices for agriculture in 
this Congress, which is why I am hon-
ored to serve on the House Agriculture 
Committee and to host this Special 
Order tonight. 

If Congress is going to legislate effec-
tively on matters relating to agri-
culture, Congress must first under-
stand the agricultural perspective in 
America. There is something about 
being in the middle of the country 
where farmers pray for rain, parents 

drive 30 miles both ways just to take 
their kids to school, and communities 
shrink and grow with oil and gas prices 
that gives you a greater perspective. 

House Agriculture Committee Repub-
lican leader GT THOMPSON and I just 
returned from a trip to my district. 
While there, we saw an American 
heartland infused with both the inno-
vative energy that creates new ideas 
and the love of tradition that respects 
tried-and-true methods. We saw the 
USDA National Bio and Agro-Defense 
Facility that will take American agri-
culture into the future, and we met 
with the family who owns and operates 
Brookover Feed Yards, one of the first 
feedlots in Kansas. We also saw oil pro-
duction, ag lending, ethanol produc-
tion, wheat innovation, and the next 
generation of leaders in food and agri-
culture at Kansas State University. 

I look forward to celebrating the cul-
mination of National Agriculture 
Month with my colleagues here tonight 
as we celebrate the force, passion, and 
strength of American agriculture. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON), a 
descendant of dairy farmers, a cham-
pion of rural development, my friend 
who joined me just last week on an ag-
riculture tour of my district in Kansas, 
and the Republican leader of the House 
Agriculture Committee. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I thank Congressman 
MANN for yielding and for hosting this 
Special Order tonight on an industry 
that I believe is the most important in-
dustry in America. It is the industry 
that impacts and touches the lives of 
American families more times in a 
given day than any other. It is not just 
the food. It is the fiber; it is the build-
ing materials; it is the energy re-
sources; it is the economy. 

I am honored to be here. I am proud 
to be the Republican leader of the 
House Agriculture Committee, where 
we celebrate the contributions of 
American farmers, ranchers, producers, 
and foresters all year long. 

Farm country is no stranger to strug-
gle, and the past couple of years have 
been a punch to the gut. Between a 
global pandemic, historic fires and 
floods, wind events, and a President 
who is waging a never-ending war on 
agriculture, times have been particu-
larly tough. 

The supply chain crisis paired with 
skyrocketing inflation is kicking our 
farm families while they are down— 
folks who buy retail, sell wholesale, 
and pay shipping each way; the men 
and women who work around the clock 
to provide us with a safe and reliable 
food supply. 

But rural America is tough; rural 
America is resilient; and rural America 
is the backbone of this Nation. 

I am grateful to Congressman MANN 
for being on our farm team, as well as 
all the other agriculture advocates who 
will be speaking this evening. 

Before I go, I specifically recognize 
Pennsylvania’s contribution to agri-
culture, which is the Commonwealth’s 
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